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There was agreement and disagree-
ment on where we should go with the
ACA treatment and where we should go
with the funding of EPA. But what I
am happiest about is that at least we
were able to come together, 1,400 peo-
ple and me and my staff, and have a
dialogue that, again, at times was a lit-
tle loud, a little raucous, but also peo-
ple looking forward to being able to
hear each other and listen to each
other on the issues that are important
as we go forward in this Congress.

I commend people in Nevada County
for reaching out and for helping us get
started with our outreach that we are
going to have in northern California.
Upcoming next will be Butte County,
Shasta County, and the farther reaches
a little bit later.

Mr. Speaker, this is a good dialogue I
need to have.

———

DEFENDING PUBLIC
BROADCASTING

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to defend public broadcasting
and honor the late Fred Rogers, whose
birthday is today, March 20. Known
fondly by millions simply as Mr. Rog-
ers, his wonderful, beloved presence has
reached millions of homes across our
Nation captivating generations of chil-
dren, and even adults.

The Corporation for Public Broad-
casting is a vital part of America, in-
cluding cities, but small towns as well.
NPR and PBS stations will be dis-
proportionately impacted by President
Trump’s proposed budget zeroing out
public broadcasting. It is not right.

President Trump’s travel bill to Mar-
a-Lago and the growing security that
the American people are paying for
over at his Trump Tower in New York,
which reports show to already be in the
tens of millions of dollars, will soon
swamp the $200 million America dedi-
cates to public broadcasting annually.

We have been here before. In 1969,
President Richard Nixon threatened to
slash funding for PBS. Mr. Rogers went
before the Senate to defend public
broadcasting and its value to our chil-
dren, especially for learning. I know I
am not alone in wishing Mr. Rogers
were with us once again to make the
case for America’s children and public
broadcasting.

I hope President Trump and my col-
leagues will join me in supporting pro-
gramming that boosts kids’ confidence
and helps children enjoy learning and
the wonder of math, science, and
books.

———

HONORING THE LATE ANTONIO
CLAUDIO MARTINEZ
(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great honor that I rise today to
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pay tribute to a community leader, a
pioneer, and a humanitarian.

Mr. Antonio C. Martinez was one of
the first Dominican-American mem-
bers of the New York State Bar. He was
born in Santiago, Dominican Republic,
in 1926, and immigrated to the United
States with his mother through Ellis
Island. He passed away on December 16,
1999, leaving behind a great legacy.

Antonio attended Hunter College in
Manhattan and graduated from Brook-
lyn Law School in 1956. And when the
call to duty came during World War II,
Antonio selflessly enlisted in the U.S.
Army and served honorably in the Pa-
cific theater.

Antonio dedicated his 43 years of
legal career to immigration, assisting
thousands of families through the proc-
ess of legally entering the United
States. His efforts and the cases he ar-
gued helped improve the law.

I am privileged to speak from my
heart about Antonio’s great work in
the legal field, because my family and
I were fortunate enough to have Anto-
nio represent us when we needed to
navigate the immigration system here
in the United States. Antonio’s dedica-
tion to our legal system played an im-
portant role. I am proud to say that, as
the first Dominican-American Con-
gressman, my family and I are very
proud of the work he did.

Today, his professional legacy lives
on. His son is here in the gallery. I am
happy to recognize Antonio’s work of
many years.

———
CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from the
Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
any extraneous material on the subject
of this Special Order hour.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands?

There was no objection.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, for the
next 60 minutes, it is with great honor
that I rise to coanchor this CBC Spe-
cial Order hour. For the next 60 min-
utes, we have a chance to speak di-
rectly to the American people on the
issues of great importance to the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, to Congress,
and to constituents who represent all
Americans.

At this time, Mr. Speaker, we would
like to use this time to talk about the
Affordable Care Act. What do you have
to lose? What do you have to lose, Mr.
Speaker? Such was President Trump’s
constant refrain to the African-Amer-
ican community when rallying for
their support of his administration’s
various policies.

March 20, 2017

Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to say that
with critical elements of the American
healthcare policy on the chopping
block, African-Americans have a lot to
lose, possibly even their lives.
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There is as much at stake if Presi-
dent Trump and the Republican-con-
trolled Congress healthcare policies
take shape in their current form.

By illustration, I want to address the
impact on low-income families and in-
dividuals in the Virgin Islands who rely
on Medicaid, and, presently, Medicaid
is capped in the Virgin Islands. You
can look at our territory as an example
of what will happen when there is a cap
on services, which could compromise a
State or local government’s ability to
administer those most in need.

Since its inception, Medicaid has
been an open-ended program that was
intended to expand and contract with
need, especially when States and local-
ities face crippling economic down-
turns of both manmade and natural
origins. Medicaid covers one in five
Americans, and of those, the majority
of enrollees are children and individ-
uals with disabilities.

Under the Affordable Care Act, wide-
ly known as ObamaCare, millions of
African Americans finally gained ac-
cess to healthcare coverage. In 2015, ap-
proximately 11.2 million African Amer-
icans became eligible for Medicaid
through the expansion, health care
that they previously did not receive
and which would have cost this coun-
try much more if that early-warning
health care was not taken care of.

President Trump and Republicans in
Congress propose converting Medicaid
from a shared payment program be-
tween States and Federal Government
to an arrangement much like a block
grant, where the Federal Government
puts a cap on its payment assistance,
creating a huge cost shift to the
States. If you want to know what you
have to lose if caps on Medicaid are en-
acted nationwide, look no further than
my home, the Virgin Islands. It is a
grim outlook.

Federal caps on Medicaid programs
in the Virgin Islands are set on a per-
enrollee basis. Unlike States in the
mainland where Federal Medicaid
spending is open-ended depending on
the needs of the people, the Virgin Is-
lands can only access Federal dollars
up to an annual ceiling. Beyond that
cap, the Virgin Islands’ government is
responsible for the remaining costs.
That means many Virgin Islanders who
would qualify in other States and in
other circumstances don’t get the
healthcare coverage that they need
now.

Under the proposed fiscal arrange-
ment, spending caps don’t take into ac-
count the cost of providing services or
unpredictable changes in a commu-
nity—such as the closure of a major
employer or a natural disasters—forc-
ing a cost obligation for critical sup-
port services onto the already strained
budgets of the territory.
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